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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated October 3, 2006, Applicants elect 
Group I, with traverse. 

The present application describes a data cache with a replacement policy based on priority of 
data stored in the cache. Thirty claims have been presented, of which only three claims are 
independent. All of the claims relate to an aspect of such a cache. 

Nonetheless, the Examiner has issued a three-way restriction requirement, with Group I 
relating to "a method of operating a cache in a digital computer system," Group II relating to "a 
processor system having a cache," and Group III relating to a "processor system, comprising... at 
least one cache memory." 
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Amendment dated November 3, 2006 
Reply to Office Action of 

Claims in all three groups relate to the same general subject matter. Further, claims in all 
three groups recite a limitation involving "priority." For example, claim 1 recites: "associating the 
priority of the new item with the selected memory location in the cache." Claim 19 recites: "a first 
field, indicating a relative priority of the item stored in the associated location in the data array," and 
claim 26 recites "at least a second control bit for each memory location indicating a priority of 
information stored in the memory location." 

Therefore, the claims are sufficiently related that they can and should be examined together. 
Applicant respectfully requests that the restriction requirement be withdrawn and all of the claims 
be examined on the merits. 
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